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SKIL 3460 CA CORDLESS 
RECIPROCATING SAW
An ideal tool for  
a wide variety of  
sawing applications,  
Phil Davy puts this 
cordless reciprocating 
saw with variable speed 
through its paces 

For safety there’s a push-through lock-off button 
above the hefty trigger, enabling you to carry the  
saw with the blade fitted

I tried the saw out by slicing through every tread of 
an entire flight of stairs which was being demolished

A sturdy tilting steel shoe is fitted in front of the 
collar, so the saw can be used at limited angles  
while staying firmly in contact with the material

Similarly, cutting through 50mm reclaimed  
softwood joists was no problem

You slide the battery into place at the base of the tool

The key is stored to the side of the rear handle, 
though I found it tended to fall out a bit too easily

You can fit the blade upside down, so the tool  
can then be used for plunge cuts You’re obviously restricted by blade length and 

vibration can be a problem, but it coped well enough

Charge times are 60 minutes for the smaller battery 
and about 100 minutes for the larger pack

The shoe can be adjusted by slackening off  
a pair of hex screws underneath the grip

Tool-free fitting makes blade changing a cinch:  
you twist the sturdy, spring-loaded ribbed collar, 
insert the blade end and release to clamp

For sawing up a few short branches for firewood the SKIL was just the job, although it’s important  
to make sure the shoe is tight up against the work

chooses to state the nominal or maximum  
voltage rating of each cell within a battery.  
But that’s another story…

Batteries & charger
Like most SKIL cordless tools (apart from their 
drills), this saw comes bare without battery  
or charger. A 2.0Ah Li-ion battery costs £30,  
while the larger 4.0Ah version is £50. A suitable 
charger will set you back £30, so altogether not 
too pricey compared with some brands. Charge 
times are 60 minutes for the smaller battery  
and about 100 minutes for the larger pack. 

Like most newer lithium batteries, each 
features a row of green LEDs when you depress 
the button, indicating remaining level. I tested  
the saw fitted with both batteries and have to  

Unlike portable power tools such  
as jigsaws or sanders, the recip saw  
is probably not high on the wish list of 
many woodworkers. Understandably 

so, as it’s not exactly a creative, precision tool,  
but for certain tasks it can’t really be beaten. 
We’re talking here mainly of demolition and 
renovation work, or perhaps cutting up recycled 
timber before giving it a new lease of life. Fitted 
with the appropriate blade it will cut timber, 
non-ferrous metals, plastics, plasterboard  
and other sheet materials.

This recip saw from SKIL is the first product 
we’ve tested from their relatively new 20V Max 
cordless range. And in case you were wondering, 
18V and 20V Max power tools are essentially the 
same. The difference is whether a manufacturer 

say there’s plenty of cutting potential even  
with just the 2.0Ah pack.

Brushed motor
The saw itself is 390mm overall including  
the blade shoe, the plastic body shrouded in 
textured rubber around the front grip and rear 
handle. Weighing 2.1kg with a 2.0Ah battery 
fitted, it’s comfortable to hold, the barrel grip 
offering several options for your hand. You slide 
the battery into place at the base of the tool.

For safety there’s a push-through lock-off 
button above the hefty trigger, enabling you  
to carry the saw with the blade fitted – handy  
if climbing a ladder, for example. Featuring 
variable speed, this runs from 0-3,000spm,  
the tool easy enough to control at slower rates  

SPECIFICATION
Voltage: 18V
Voltage: 20 ‘V Max’
Sawing capacity in aluminium: 24mm
Cutting capacity: 200mm
Blade speed: 0-3,000spm
Stroke length: 25mm

Typical price: £50 (bare)
Web: www.skil.com; www.diy.com

THE VERDICT

PROS
 Respectable cutting performance;  

ideal for renovation work

CONS
 Tendency for hex key to fall out

RATING: 4 out of 5

by gently squeezing the trigger. Stroke length  
is 25mm, which is fairly standard on recip saws. 
Equipped with a brushed motor, the SKIL isn’t  
too noisy when running at full speed.

Only one 130mm wood cutting blade is 
provided, though fortunately recip saws have  
a universal clamping system, similar to jigsaws. 
This means that replacement blades are relatively 
cheap with various teeth patterns to choose from. 
Tool-free fitting makes this a cinch: you twist the 
sturdy, spring-loaded ribbed collar, insert the 
blade end and release to clamp. You can fit the 
blade upside down, so the tool can then be used 
for plunge cuts. Cutting capacities quoted are 
impressive, with 200mm in timber and 20mm  
in steel.

A sturdy tilting steel shoe is fitted in front of the 
collar, so the saw can be used at limited angles 
while staying firmly in contact with the material. 
You can adjust this by slackening off a pair of  
hex screws underneath the grip. This gives up 
to 17mm of travel by sliding the shoe outwards. 
The key is stored to the side of the rear handle, 
though I found it tended to fall out a bit too easily. 

 
In use
Although I didn’t keep track of the number  
of cuts made with the saw, performance was 
certainly impressive using just the 2.0Ah battery. 
This included slicing through every tread of an 
entire flight of stairs which was being demolished. 
Made from 35mm parana pine, this traditional 
stair timber was denser and harder to cut  
than normal redwood or whitewood.

For sawing up a few short branches for 
firewood the SKIL was just the job, although  
it’s important to make sure the shoe is tight  
up against the work. You’re obviously restricted  
by blade length and vibration can be a problem, 
but it coped well enough. Similarly, cutting 

through 50mm reclaimed softwood joists  
was no problem. Wearing work gloves is 
recommended if you’re sawing a quantity  
of material as you’ll notice the vibration level.

Conclusion
A cordless recip saw is obviously safer than a 
230V in use, particularly important for renovation 
work where there may be hidden cables or pipes. 
And outdoors it’s handy for that odd pruning job  
in the garden, too. You’ll need to buy into the SKIL 
platform if you choose this saw, but for a budget 
system it’s pretty good. Although this model may 
not have the anti-vibration features offered by 

pricier power tools, for occasional jobs it should  
be absolutely fine. Warranty is three years on  
saw and charger, two years on batteries. 


